2024 INDIGENOUS FSC MULTI-SPECIES LICENCE
2024-FSC-MS-WASOQOPA’Q-02

2024
COMMUNAL FOOD, SOCIAL AND CEREMONIAL MULTI-SPECIES LICENCE
Period of Validity: March 1, 2025 — May 31, 2025

This licence provides the framework for the management of an Indigenous multi-species food,
social and ceremonial fishery.

The purpose of this licence is to authorize multi-species fishing by Wasoqopa’q First Nation
under authority of the Fisheries Act, R.S.C., 1985, c. F-14 in accordance with the conditions set
out below. This is a communal licence issued under sub-section 4(1) of the Aboriginal
Communal Fishing Licences Regulations SOR/93-332.

This licence does not define an Aboriginal right to fish or its scope; however, for the 2024/2025
fishing season, it is intended to provide a mechanism, for reasons of proper management and
control of the fisheries and conservation and protection of fish, requiring compliance with the

provisions of this licence.

Nothing in this licence affects any applicable federal requirements under the Species at Risk Act
S.C. 2002, c-29.

Alternate access not specified in this licence will be considered upon request.
1 Definitions:

1.1 “Communal Harvest Certificate” means a certificate issued by the Wasoqopa’q First
Nation to a Harvester to fish and/or transport fish on behalf of another member of the
Wasoqopa’q First Nation.

1.2 “DFO” means Fisheries and Oceans Canada.

1.3 “Eel trap” means any fishing gear used to catch eels without enmeshing them and
includes a fyke net and eel weir but does not include a dip net, eel pot, longline, set line,
spear or angling gear.

1.4 “First Nation” means Wasoqopa’q (Acadia) First Nation.

1.5 “Fishery Guardian” means an individual hired by one or more of the First Nations and
designated as a Fishery Guardian by the Minister pursuant to section 5 of the Fisheries

Act.

1.6 “Harvester” means a person who is designated as authorized to fish under this licence in
accordance with section 3 of this licence.

1.7 “Jigging” means fishing by manipulating one or more hooks so as to pierce a fish in any
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part of the body instead of luring the fish to take the hook or hooks into its mouth.

1.8 “Length” except where otherwise indicated within the conditions of this licence means
a) in relation to a clam or mussel, the distance measured in a straight line through the
longest part of the shell;
b) in relation to a landlocked salmon, the distance measured in a straight line from the
tip of the nose to the fork of the tail; and
c) in relation to other species of finfish, the distance measured in a straight line from the
tip of the nose to the tip of the tail.

1.9 “Shell height”, in relation to a scallop, means the distance from the outer edge of the shell
at the midpoint of the hinge to the farthest point on the outer edge of the shell opposite to
the hinge, measured in a straight line.

1.10 “Tag(s) validated by DFO”, for the purpose of this licence, means only those tags
approved and identified by DFO in this licence during the period from March 1, 2025 to
May 31, 2025.

Disposition of Fish:

2.1 Without prejudice to future arrangements or regulations, fish harvested under this licence
are for food, social and ceremonial purposes, and shall not be sold, traded or bartered.

Harvester Designation & Identification:
3.1 The members of the First Nation are hereby designated to fish under this licence. For
greater certainty, only those persons who are designated to fish under the authority of this

licence are authorized to do so.

3.2 Harvesters fishing under the authority of this licence shall carry proof of membership in
the First Nation and shall produce it on request of a Fishery Officer.

3.3 For the purpose of these licence conditions, proof of membership includes any
government or First Nations issued certificate or card indicating membership in the First
Nation.

3.4 Harvester designations are personal and non-transferable.

Species, Quantities, Locations, Gear and Methods, Dates and Times, and Other
Conditions:

4.1 Subject to amendments to the conditions of this licence and subject to close times as may

be varied by a Regional Director General of DFO, in accordance with section 6(1) of the
Fishery (General) Regulations, the species of fish set out in Column I of an item of the
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attached Schedule I are permitted to be taken;

a) in the quantities set out in Column II of that item;

b) in the location set out in Column III of that item;

c¢) during the dates and times set out in Column IV of that item;

d) using the gear or method set out in Column V of that item; and

e) in accordance with any other conditions set out in Column V of that item.

4.2 Where a Regional Director General has reason to believe that fish of any species in any
area are contaminated, the Regional Director General may issue an order prohibiting
fishing in that area for that species and, notwithstanding any other regulations made
under the Fisheries Act, where a Regional Director General issues an order in respect of
an area, no person shall fish for or catch and retain any species of fish specified in the
order in that area.

4.3 For health reasons, the harvesting of shellfish in areas closed pursuant to the Management
of Contaminated Fisheries Regulations (contaminated areas) is prohibited. The Canadian
Shellfish Sanitation Program (CSSP) Mapping Application (SHELLI) provides a real-
time map of openings and closures of bivalve molluscan shellfish harvesting areas
throughout Canada: http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/CheckBeforeY ouHarvest.

4.4 All references in this communal licence to fishing areas and to length, width, shell height,
size and weight of fish must be determined in accordance with the relevant provisions of
the Fisheries Act and the regulations made pursuant thereto.

4.5 Harvesters will mark all set gear by clearly indicating the Harvester’s name and First
Nation or by another method of identification that can verify the set gear is fishing in
accordance with this licence and identify who it is assigned to. In circumstances whereby
an alternate method of identification is used, the First Nation must provide DFO
(MARFSC@dfo-mpo.gc.ca) a description of the alternate method, including but not
limited to a description of the object used for identification, inscriptions, and the name of
the assigned Harvester, prior to gear being set.

4.6 All gill nets, trap nets and fishing gear must be set in a manner so that one-third of the
width of any river or stream and not less than two-thirds of the width of the main channel
at low tide in every tidal stream shall be always left open, and no kind of net or other
fishing apparatus, logs or any material of any kind shall be used or placed therein.

4.7 This licence does not allow fishing or assisting in fishing by jigging in inland waters or
assisting in landing fish that have been caught by jigging in inland waters. Any
designated fisher who catches a smallmouth bass, landlocked salmon, salmon and trout
by hooking it in a part of its body other than the mouth shall forthwith return the fish to
the water from which it was caught and, where the fish is alive, release the fish in a
manner that causes the least harm to it.

4.8 Any salmon caught incidentally while fishing for other species under Schedule I shall be
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immediately returned to the water in a manner that causes it the least harm.

4.9 Subject to the period of time set out in the attached Schedule I, the authority to fish under
this licence is valid from March 1, 2025 and will expire on May 31, 2025.

4.10 This licence does not provide authorization to trespass on any property.

4.11 When harvesting and/or transporting fish in exceedance of the daily allocation, the First
Nation will issue a Communal Harvest Certificate to Harvesters that are authorized to
fish and/or transport fish on behalf of other member(s) of the First Nation. The certificate
must include the name of the individual who is authorized to fish and/or transport fish,
the species of fish authorized, and the names of the individual(s) they are doing so on
behalf of.

4.12 Harvesters that have been issued a Communal Harvest Certificate shall carry it and shall
produce it on request of a Fishery Officer.

4.13 The First Nation will provide DFO (MARFSC@dfo-mpo.gc.ca) with a list of the names
of Harvester(s) who have been issued a Communal Harvest Certificate prior to any
fishing activity taking place that is authorized by a Community Harvest Certificate.

Monitoring and Catch Reporting:
5.1 Catch monitoring will be conducted by DFO and the First Nation.

5.2 Where fishing is carried out under this licence, the First Nation will provide DFO with
catch information on the fishing activities annually; on or before July 1, 2025, or at any
time during the fishing season upon request. The information will include the total
amount of fish harvested by each species.

5.3 Catch reporting information in accordance with 5.2 will be forwarded to DFO by email at
MARFSC@dfo-mpo.gc.ca.

Notification of Presence of North Atlantic Right Whales — fishery closures:

6.1 Notwithstanding any other conditions of licence, upon issuance of a notice of the
presence of North Atlantic right whale, all associated gear must be removed from, or
closely attended as described in 6.4 and 6.5 within, the area specified by the notice and
effective the time stated in the notice in order to reduce risks to North Atlantic right
whales. A notice of the presence of North Atlantic right whale may apply to the following
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FSC fisheries and gear types:

a) Groundfish (Haddock, Cod, Catfish, Halibut, Pollock);
(1) Longline

b) Crab;
(1) Trap

6.2 The notice of the presence of North Atlantic right whale may be given by one or more of
the following methods:

a) Broadcasting the notice over a commercial or marine radio station, a radio station
operated by DFO or a radio station located on a vessel under contract to DFO that
broadcasts in the area or in the vicinity of the area affected by the notice;

b) Transmitting the notice by electronic means to the First Nation; or

c) Having a Fishery Officer or Fishery Guardian give verbal notice thereof to the First
Nation.

6.3 Upon receipt of the notice of the presence of North Atlantic right whale, the First Nation
must notify all Harvesters by providing a copy of the notice within 24 hours.

6.4 Notwithstanding any other conditions of licence, when fishing with longline gear in an
area in 4X subject to a notice of the presence of North Atlantic right whale, the Harvester
shall:

a) Be within 5 nautical miles of the end buoy or highflyer attached to the longline gear
being fished in the area specified by the notice and effective the time stated in the
notice; and

b) Remove all longline gear from the water in the area specified by the notice and
effective the time stated in the notice when:

(1) A North Atlantic right whale is observed within 10 nautical miles of either end of
the longline gear or the vessel; or
(i1) Returning to the wharf.

6.5 Notwithstanding any other conditions of licence, for gear and areas not described in 6.4,
within the area described in the notice of the presence of North Atlantic right whale and
effective the time stated in the notice the Harvester shall:

a) Remove all non-tended, fixed gear, trap and pot listed in 6.1 from the water;

b) Closely attend all tended gear listed in 6.1 at all times in the affected area(s);

¢) Remove all tended gear listed in 6.1 from the water as soon as North Atlantic right
whales are observed in the vicinity of the fishing gear and when it is safe to do so;
and

d) Remove all fishing gear listed in 6.1 from the water before returning to the wharf.

6.6 For the purpose of item 6.5 b), closely attend means the Harvester will stay at the fishing
site at all times and be able to remove the fishing gear from the water once a North
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Atlantic right whale is observed in the vicinity of the fishing gear.
7 Marine Mammal Interaction Reporting:

7.1 The Harvester will provide information regarding incidental catch, collision and all
sightings of marine mammals entangled in fishing gear to DFO. The Harvester will
complete and submit to DFO the marine mammal interaction form (available at
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/species-especes/documents/mammals-mammiferes/report-
rapport/Fish-Harvester-Form-Eng.pdf) following the instructions provided on the form.

8 Lost Gear Reporting:

8.1 Harvesters will report any lost fishing gear to DFO by completing and submitting the
Lost Fishing Gear form available online http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/reporting within 24
hours of discovering that gear has been lost, or within 24 hours of arriving at the wharf
for trips less than 5 days.

8.2 Harvesters will report the retrieval of any of their own previously reported lost gear to
DFO by completing and submitting the Retrieval of Previously Reported Fishing Gear
form available online at http://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/reporting within 24 hours of
retrieving gear previously reported as lost, or within 24 hours of arriving at the wharf for
trips less than 5 days. Retrieval can only occur under DFO authorization and only in
relation to the specific type of gear authorized to be used by the FSC licence.

Dated:

DG, for

Doug Wentzell
Regional Director General
Maritimes Region
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SCHEDULE I
ITEM COLUMN I COLUMN II COLUMN IIT COLUMN IV COLUMN V
SPECIES QUANTITIES LOCATION DATES AND TIMES GEAR and METHODS and OTHER CONDITIONS
Diadromous species
1. | American eel As required No restrictions March 1, 2025 to May 31, 2025 Angling, dip net, eel pot, eel trap, snare, spear

Anguilla rostrata

Eel trap (e.g. fyke net):

A person must provide at least one escape panel or use a minimum mesh size
in the holding compartment (or cod end) of this gear.

The escape panel must be a minimum of 232.26 square cm (36 square inches).
The escape panel must include continuous, unobstructed, minimum size
openings of 1 inch by %2 inch (2.54 cm by 1.27 cm) in height and width
(inside measurement) and must be located on the submerged part of the
exterior wall of the holding compartment (or cod end).

In lieu of an escape panel, harvesters may use a minimum mesh size of 1 inch
by % inch (2.54 cm by 1.27 cm) in height and width in the submerged part of
the exterior wall of the holding compartment (or cod end).

Eel trap (e.g. weir):

Where the holding compartment is a weir constructed of wooden slats, a
minimum of % inch (1.27 cm) wide openings must be between the slats.

Eel pot:

A person must provide at least one escape panel or use a minimum mesh size
in the holding compartment of this gear.

The escape panel must be a minimum of 232.26 square cm (36 square inches).
The escape panel must include continuous, unobstructed, minimum size
openings of 1 inch by % inch (2.54 cm by 1.27 cm) in height and width
(inside measurement) and must be located on the submerged part of the
exterior wall of each eel pot.
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ITEM COLUMN I COLUMN II COLUMN III COLUMN IV COLUMN V
SPECIES QUANTITIES LOCATION DATES AND TIMES GEAR and METHODS and OTHER CONDITIONS
In lieu of an escape panel, harvesters may use a minimum mesh size of 1 inch
by 2 inch (2.54 cm by 1.27 cm) in height and width in the submerged part of
the exterior wall of the holding compartment.
No person shall fish for, catch or retain eels less than 35 cm in total length.
2. | Gaspereau 100 fish per person Inland and tidal waters of the March 1, 2025 to May 31, 2025 Angling, dip net
Mlosa per day Province of Nova Scotia
pseudoharengus
Alosa aestivalis
3. | Shad 25 fish per person per | No restrictions March 1, 2025 to May 31, 2025 Angling, dip net
Alosa sapidissima day Shad harvested as incidental catch while fishing for Gaspereau may be retained.
4. | Smelt 100 fish per person No restrictions March 1, 2025 to May 31, 2025 Angling, dip net
Osmerus mordax per day
5. | Striped bass Three (3) fish per Inland and tidal waters of the No closed season in tidal waters. Angling, snare, spear
Morone saxatilis person per day Province of Nova Scotia The tidal portion of the Annapolis All Striped bass retained shall measure a minimum length of 68 cm.

Roccus saxatilis

River from grid reference 16716671
at Hebbs Landing upstream to the
highway bridge at Lawrencetown
(refer to map of Bridgetown 21
A/14) the open season is March 1,
2025 to March 31, 2025.

In all other inland waters in Nova
Scotia, the open season is March 1,
2025 to May 31, 2025

Any Striped bass caught as incidental catch while fishing for other species
may be retained up to three per day.
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ITEM COLUMN I COLUMN II COLUMN III COLUMN IV COLUMN V
SPECIES QUANTITIES LOCATION DATES AND TIMES GEAR and METHODS and OTHER CONDITIONS
Freshwater species
6. | Brook trout 10 fish per person per | Inland and tidal waters of the March 1, 2025 to May 31, 2025 Angling, snare, spear
(Speckled trout) day Province of Nova Scotia
Salvelinus fontinalis
7. | Chain pickerel 100 fish per person Inland waters of the Province of March 1, 2025 to May 31, 2025 Angling, snare, spear
E . per day Nova Scotia
soX niger
8. | Landlocked salmon | Two (2) fish per Inland and tidal waters of the March 1, 2025 to May 31, 2025 Angling, spear
Salmo salar person per day Province of Nova Scotia All landlocked salmon retained shall measure a minimum length of 35 cm.
9. | Rainbow trout As required Inland and tidal waters of the March 1, 2025 to May 31, 2025 Angling, snare, spear
Province of Nova Scotia
Oncorhynchus
mykiss
10. | Smallmouth bass As required Inland and tidal waters of the March 1, 2025 to May 31, 2025 Angling, snare, spear
. Province of Nova Scotia
Micropterus
dolomeiui
11. | Perch (White and As required Inland and tidal waters of the March 1, 2025 to May 31, 2025 Angling
Yellow) Province of Nova Scotia

Morone americana
Perca flavescens
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ITEM COLUMN I COLUMN II COLUMN III COLUMN IV COLUMN V
SPECIES QUANTITIES LOCATION DATES AND TIMES GEAR and METHODS and OTHER CONDITIONS
Groundfish species
12. | Groundfish Each member of the | Division 4X as set out in the March 1, 2025 to May 31, 2025 Angling, handline, longline
(Cod, Haddock, First Nation may Atlantic Fishery Regulations, 1985 Note: It is not permitted to retain Northern Wolffish or Spotted Wolffish
Pollock, Atlantic catch up to 50 pounds
halibut, and Catfish) | Of Groundfish per
person per day of
Gadus morhua which only 1 fish can
Melanogrammus be a halibut
aeglefinus
Pollachius virens
Hippoglossus
hippoglossus
Wolffish species
Marine Mammals
13. | Seals As required Tidal waters of the Province of March 1, 2025 to May 31, 2025 Firearm — the calibre will be as defined in the Marine Mammal Regulations
Nova Scotia Club — as defined in the Marine Mammal Regulations
Hakapik — as defined in the Marine Mammal Regulations
Pelagics
14. | Blue Shark Maximum of 5 fish Tidal waters of the Province of March 1, 2025 to May 31, 2025 Angling (rod and reel)
Prionace glauca per yeat for the First | Nova Scotia A Large Pelagic Receiving Tally must be filled out and sent to BIO as indicated
Nation
on report.
15. | Herring As required Tidal waters of the Province of March 1, 2025 to May 31, 2025 Angling, jigging, spear
Clupea harengus Nova Scotia
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ITEM COLUMN I COLUMN II COLUMN III COLUMN IV COLUMN V
SPECIES QUANTITIES LOCATION DATES AND TIMES GEAR and METHODS and OTHER CONDITIONS
16. | Mackerel As required Tidal waters of the Province of March 1, 2025 to May 31, 2025 Angling, jigging, spear
Nova Scotia
Scomber scombrus
Shellfish and Invertebrates
17. | Clams (Bar clam, As required Inland and tidal waters of the March 1, 2025 to May 31, 2025 Dive, handheld tools
Bay quahaug, Razor Five (5) gallon bucket Province of Nova Scotia All bar clams retained shall measure a minimum length of 76mm.
clam, and Soft-shell
of soft-shell clam per . ..
clam) All bay quahaugs retained shall measure a minimum length of 38mm.
person per day
Spisula solidissima All soft-shell clams retained shall measure a minimum length of 44mm.
Mercenaria
mercenaria
Enis directus
Mpya arenaria
18. | Crab (Jonah, Red, | As required LFA 33, 34, as set out in the March 1, 2025 to May 31, 2025 Dip net, hand, properly tagged lobster trap
Rock, Stone and Atlantic Fishery Regulations, 1985 . . .
. L Crabs harvested as incidental catch when fishing for lobster may be retained.
Green) and the portion of LFA 35 within . .
. . All female crabs must be released, with the exception of green crabs.
. the Province of Nova Scotia
Cancer borealis
Geryon quinquedens
Cancer irroratus
Lithodes maia
Carcinus maenas
19. | Mussels As required Inland and tidal waters of the March 1, 2025 to May 31, 2025 Dive, handheld tools
Mitilus edulis Province of Nova Scotia
Modiolusmodiolus
20. | Periwinkle As required Tidal waters of the Province of March 1, 2025 to May 31, 2025 Dive, handheld tools, modified crab traps

Littorina littorea

Nova Scotia
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ITEM COLUMN I COLUMN II COLUMN III COLUMN IV COLUMN V
SPECIES QUANTITIES LOCATION DATES AND TIMES GEAR and METHODS and OTHER CONDITIONS
21. | Scallo 5 pounds of meats Scallop Fishing Areas (SFA)28A | March 1, 2025 to May 31, 2025 Dip net, dive, hand, tongs
P g
Chlamys islandica per person per day agd 29, as set oujc in the Atlantic In SFA 28A — Meat count of 45 meats per 500 grams. All scallops retained shall
Placopecten Fishery Regulations, 1985 measure a minimum shell height of 75mm.
magellanicus In SFA 29 — All scallops retained shall measure a minimum shell height of 110
mm.
PLEASE NOTE:
Scallops caught and retained, must be shucked immediately once landed
onshore and all designated individuals carrying out fishing activities under
this licence must remove all viscera including roe from the meat (adductor
muscle), dispose of that viscera and roe and not use or provide any apart of
that viscera or roe for human consumption.
22. | Squid As required Tidal waters of the Province of March 1, 2025 to May 31, 2025 Angling, jigging
Lllex illecebrosus Nova Scotia
Loligo pealei
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